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(f) Establish arrangements for DoD 
participation in non-Defense govern-
mental programs for which the Direc-
tor, SADBU, is assigned primary staff 
cognizance. 

(g) Communicate with other Govern-
ment Agencies, representatives of the 
legislative branch, and members of the 
public, as appropriate, in carrying out 
assigned functions.
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§ 394.1 Purpose. 

This part: 
(a) Implements the provision of title 

10, United States Code that establishes 
the position of General Counsel of the 
Department of Defense (GC, DoD). 

(b) Assigns to the GC, DoD, the re-
sponsibilities, functions, relationships, 
and authorities prescribed herein, pur-
suant to the authority vested in the 
Secretary of Defense under title 10, 
United States Code.

§ 394.2 Definition. 

DoD components. The Office of the 
Secretary of Defense (OSD), the Mili-
tary Departments, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (JCS), the Joint Staff, the Uni-
fied and Specified Commands, the In-
spector General of the Department of 
Defense (IG, DoD), the Defense Agen-
cies, and the DoD Field Activities.

§ 394.3 Responsibilities and functions. 

The General Counsel, Department of 
Defense (GC, DoD), is the chief legal of-
ficer of the Department of Defense and, 
as such, shall: 

(a) Provide advice to the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary of Defense re-
garding all legal matters and services 
performed within, or involving, the De-
partment of Defense. 

(b) Provide legal advice to OSD orga-
nizations and, as appropriate, other 
DoD Components. 

(c) Oversee, as appropriate, legal 
services performed within the Depart-
ment of Defense, including determining 
the adherence by attorneys in the De-
partment of Defense to appropriate 
professional standards. 

(d) Coordinate on appeals from deni-
als of requests under the Freedom of 
Information Act, as appropriate. 

(e) Provide advice on standards of 
conduct involving personnel of OSD 
and, as appropriate, other DoD Compo-
nents. 

(f) Develop the DoD Legislative Pro-
grams and coordinate DoD positions on 
legislation and Executive orders. 

(g) Provide for the coordination of 
significant legal issues, including liti-
gation involving the Department of De-
fense and other matters before the De-
partment of Justice in which the De-
partment of Defense has an interest. 

(h) Establish DoD policy on general 
legal issues, determine the DoD posi-
tion on specific legal problems, and re-
solve disagreements within the Depart-
ment of Defense on such matters. 

(i) Perform such functions relating to 
the DoD security program (including 
surveillance over DoD personnel secu-
rity programs in accordance with DoD 
Directive 5145.3 1 and DoD Directive 0–
5205.7, 2 as the Secretary or Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense may assign.

(j) Act as lead counsel for the Depart-
ment in all international negotiations 
conducted by OSD components. 

(k) Maintain the central repository 
for all international agreements co-
ordinated, negotiated, or concluded by 
DoD personnel. 

(l) Serve as the Director, Defense 
Legal Services Agency (DLSA). 

(m) Perform such other duties as the 
Secretary or Deputy Secretary of De-
fense may prescribe.

§ 394.4 Relationships. 
(a) In the performance of the above 

responsibilities and functions, the GC, 
DoD, shall: 
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